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make him happy* His youngest son was Lieutenant
in the regiment of the late General - - , who was a
friend of the family, and promised to take care of the
young man. The regiment has been broken up some
time. The Lieutenant is on half-pay, and must have
a part of the little fortune which his brother still pos-
sesses. Surely it would be no very hard matter to get
him put upon full pay.

Sir, I beg and entreat of you to give me your interest,
You are the only man in Britain* except my Sovereign!
whom I would ask a favour of. I know you to be a
man of the most perfect honour ; and I know not
another who has been tried in public life, I have
written to Lady Northumberland ; but I confess I have
little confidence in her; and, believe me, I have not
been mean enough to flatter hen Pray tell me how
much you can do* If you can aid me, you will most
truly oblige a worthy fellow, for such /am. Were 1 as
rich as I shall probably be, the father and brother of my
friend should not be as they are,

Adieu, respected Sir*

Bos WE u*.

I am very anxious as to this affair* Pray write to
me "Aux soins de^ etc* etc. it Genk)^. etc, etc."

Whether these curious letters were productive of the good!
effects Boswell desired, is unfortunately now undiscoverable.
Boswell visited different parts of the Netherlands ; proceeded!
thence to Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Corsica! returning by
Paris. " I dare to call this a spirited tour ; I dare to challenge
your approbation/* he exclaims to Dr. Johnson, in a letter
which the writer modestly describes, twenty years afterwards,
as " full of generous enthusiasm," *

In his passion for knowing and being known to celebrated
persons, Boswell sought out,, on his tour, both Voltaire andl

* Set "Life of Johnsoa," tf*#0 1765,